
CHICAGOLAND SHORTS VOL. 5

A showcase of Chicago’s new wave of independent cinema



ABOUT THE PROGRAM
7 short films
Total run time: 78 minutes 
 
Established in 2015, Chicagoland Shorts is Full Spectrum Features’ annual 

touring short film collection that highlights the incredible diversity of The 

Windy City and its surrounding communities. Featuring the best of wom-

en, people of color, and LGBTQ+ filmmakers, this traveling anthology has 

screened across Cook County and nationally from Seattle to New York. The 

artists in our collections are diverse, prolific, genre-bending, and  

quintessentially Chicago.

The fifth volume of Full Spectrum Features’ Chicagoland Shorts anthology 

offers a look into different worlds, with films spanning genres of narrative, 

experimental, and docu-fantasy, the collection will take you from an 8-year-

old’s nightmares to the last remaining freed slave settlement. Artists in our 

collection include a Sundance Documentary Fellow, a Fulbright-García  

Robles Foundation Award recipient, and a Cannes award-winning director.  

Chicagoland Shorts Vol. 5 was curated by Raul Benitez (Comfort Station), Em-

ily Eddy (Onion City) and Melika Bass (Creature Companion) and includes the 

latest films by acclaimed local filmmakers as well as debut works by  

emerging voices.

Lead Programmer
Raul Benitez

Curators
Emily Eddy and Melika Bass

Content warning: I Miss Jamie When She’s Gone contains  
strong language

I Miss Jamie When She’s Gone
Two estranged sisters return to the suburbs of  
Chicago ten months after their father’s sudden 
death to clean out their childhood home. 

Exodus: Sounds of the Great Migration 
Told through live performance, dance and spoken 
word, Exodus looks into how the Great Migration 
gave birth to many artists that influenced and 
empowered black culture.

Hall of Fishes 
An immersive archival film about the limits of visual 
knowledge and the webs of power and violence  
behind our desires to see, contain, and consume 
the ocean. 

Palenque 
Guided by motifs of life and death, Palenque is an 
ode to a small town that has greatly contributed to 
the collective memory of Colombia: San Basilio de 
Palenque, the first town in the Americas to have 
broken free from European domination. 

Scaling Quelccaya 
A surreal exploration of a melting glacier in Peru and 
an altered future in Chicago, weaving together 3D 
animation, satellite imagery, archival NASA footage, 
and speculative math about climate and snow.

Sheebop! Shebopp! Sheebopp! 

An edited-in-camera, hand-processed super 8 
film grown out of a conversation about Florida and 
Disney World. To one, it is unfamiliar terrain. To the 
other, it is impending homecoming. Part of an  
ongoing experimental home movie series.

Lonnie Edwards | 2017 | 12:00

Jennifer Boles | 2018 | 9:04

Sebastián Pinzón Silva | 2018 | 25:00

Meredith Leich  | 2017 | 7:30

Ashley Thompson | 2019 | 15:53

Jiayi Chen and Cameron Worden | 2018 | 2:37

Marisa Tolomeo | 2018 | 5:18

Smart Nightmares 
Hannah narrates her nightmares while her family 
argues about who’s to blame for her creepy  
Internet searches.



THE CURATORS

is a film, video, and digital media artist and curator based in  
Chicago, IL. She has been curating film, video, and new media 
works at the Nightingale Cinema in Chicago since 2013, and has 
worked with the screening series and online video curation  
project Video! Video! Zine since 2016. She is the lead program-
mer for Onion City Experimental Film and Video Festival. Emily 
also works as a Development & Marketing Manager for the  
Video Data Bank.

is an acclaimed filmmaker and professor in the Film, Video, New 
Media and Animation department at School of the Art Institute 
of Chicago. Named one of Filmmaker Magazine’s “25 New Fac-
es of Independent Film 2018,” Bass is the recipient of an Artadia 
Award (NYC), two Media Arts Fellowships from the Illinois Arts 
Council, the Kodak/Filmcraft Imaging Award from the Ann Arbor 
Film Festival, an Experimental Film Prize from the Athens Inter-
national Film Festival, and a Special Mention Prize from the  
International Jury of the 2018 International Short Film  
Festival Oberhausen.

EMILY EDDY MELIKA BASS



BOOKING
Large Institutions: $400
Small Institutions: $200

For organizations unable to pay a standard screening 
fee, revenue sharing or other options can be considered 
on a case-by-case basis.

Formats: DCP, Blu-ray, QuickTime

Contact: Raul Benitez, Lead Programmer
raul@fullspectrumfeatures .com
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Full Spectrum Features is a Chicago-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization committed to increasing diversity in the

media arts by producing, exhibiting, and supporting the work
of women, LGBTQ, and minority filmmakers.


